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Appetites; whereas thoſe are Wholl Spiritu- 
al, and have for their inexhauſted 8858 the 
Goodneſs of an infinite Being who continually 
preſides over them, and makes all things 
work together for their Good. Certainly the 
long Diſpute which of theſe two ſhould have 
the Preference would ſoon. A 
Men bat of ſo grateful a Temper is t 
their Eyes on the Atthor-bf all their Narri i- 
neſs. But this great. and beneficent Being 
ſhowers down His Mercies upon them 
they regard Him not; They feed and ſurfeit ? 
upon His Bleſſings without once looking up 
to the Hand that beſtows them. ?Tis the 
Duty therefore of the Miniſters of Gods Word 
to awaken Men to a Sence of this Duty, and 
w call them from time to time to a 3 
ition of the Divine Favours. But, 
beit be God, 1 ſelf at reſent hap- 
pily prevented in this Work, ep the Public . 
Voice of our Country which calls. Us Seer | 
this Day in the Preſence of God, ſpeaks loud- . 
er, and wih more Authority than any Frixate 
Voi dice. It aſſembles Us together to comme- 
morate that unſpeakable Merc ercy of God which 


5 oh 


was wonderfully completed as upon this Day, 
in putting an End to the great Rebellion ; 
the Reſtitution of the King, and the Royal 


n and in the * m of the Govern- 
- ment 
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mene both in Church 4nd Stre aſier any 
Years Interfuption: A Bleſſing this which can 
never be over valued; and Which, tho long 


of Time can ever Wear out. The Diſtance in- 
deed of Time which diminiſnes other Bleſ- 
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envering kr the Hiſtory in Bet 


of an Bvene ſo well 
known in all irs Circumſtances, and ſp fully 
approved in all its Conſequences, preſume up- 
on vo l 
Sacrifice of Praiſe ta God; and 

Fe nun your nb e 
cotirſe on the Subject of Thankſgiving in 
general, and endeavourtolcad Tour L | 
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5 Add Fit us to th Eiben # chis Duty 5 
Seen univerſal chat the — 2 ; 
of which however 


for abrding eue eee 
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'& not that we ſhonld bt every. Mameat of ur 
Lives congratulating dur felves; ; hy | 
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For as a Man may be ſaid to be always upon 
His Guard, who is ready to repel at all times 
the Aſſaults of his Enemy, tho He may not 
perhaps ſtand every Moment of His Liſe in 
the regular Poſture of Defence ; So that Man 
may be truly accounted to be always thank- 
ful, who is as ready to acknowledge the 
Favours of Heaven, tho? He be not always 
actually on His Knees, or in the Poſture of 
/ HSE COT LMPUILEISY 
Ils certainly as . anAfront to the Ho- 
ly Writings, to hold them always to a literal 
Signification, as to force them againſt their 
Wills to put on a metaphorical; and tlie Scrip- 
tures may ſuffer as much by too ſtrict, as by, 
too looſe an Interpretation; they ſpeak to Us 
in the common Phraſe of Mankind, and muſt 
therefore be interpreted, as all other Diſcour- 
ſes are, fo as to agree with common Senſe and 
Reaſon. . Tf therefore it be plainly unreaſon- 
Tick no Fra and Thankighing, becauiwy | 
me to Pratſe an vin | 
ſhould then have none leſt to its erb ine 
of our other Duties, tis evident ws muſt take 
the Text in a more limited Senſe, and not, 
upon the Account of any Expreſſion in it, 
think our ſelves oblig d to hold a never fail- 
ing, and, as it were, * Dey | 
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of Thankſgiving to God. Beſides, upon a 


ſtrict and rigorous Interpretation of the Text, 


the Scriptures will be found to conttadict 
themſelves. For the ſame Apoſtle who com. 
mands Us in this place to be always giving of 
Thanks to God, commands Us in another to 
be always praying to Him; Pray without rea- 
ſing. So that unleſs we can praiſe God at the 
fame time we pray unto him, which are Two 
very diſtinct and different Acts of Adoration, 
we muſt take up with a more eaſy and favou- 
rable Conſtruction of the Words, and agree 
to the Meaning I have already given them. 


V pon better Reflection, and conſidering tlie 
great and general Backwardneſs of Men. to 
is Duty, I muſt confeſs that all this ſeems 
but a very unneceſſary Caution, and more fit 
to have been given in the Primitive Ages of 
Chriſtianity, when Men had their Hearts and 
Affections ſo inflam'd with a juſt Senſe of the 
great and unſpeakable Mercies of God to 
them, as was apt to lead them too far in the 
Adoration of His Goodneſs, and to the Exclu- 
ſion of the other neceſſary Parts of Religion; 
than to an Age which 1 one ſees and 
to be of it ſelf but too remiſs and unaffected in 
this great Duty; and which wants rather a 
vehement Exhortation to come up to it, than 


— — — nno— 
omoureble\ Houſe of Commons. 14 
2— — — — — 
any Caution or Reſtraint from going beyond 
bay ory wonnng if there is any one — now 
hears me wo enjoys any thing of that 
Warmth which made the Breaſts of the firſt 
and purer Ages of the Goſpel ſo fruitful in 
their grateful Returns to the Author of al 
Happineſs, ho conſiders tliat He enjoys no- 
thing but what He receives at the immediate 
Hand of God, that He lives, and moves, :and 
has His Being in Him; that He receiv*d” at 
firſt the Capacity of Happineſs from Him, 
and has ſince had it fill'd, and by degrees en- 
larg'd, and the Promiſe that it ſhall be here- 
after completed to Perfection: If any one, I 
fy, upon ſuch Conſiderations as theſe: find 
Himſelf prompted to a more eager Perform. 
ance of this Duty than is conſiſtent with the 
other Parts of Religion, this Caution may be 
of ſome Uſe and Advantage to ſuch Perſons, 
and therefore not altogether unneoeſſary to be 
touch*d upon. But to proceed üg 


As we are not oblig'd to dedicate our whole - 
Time to Praiſe and 'Thankſgiving, ſo neither 
is it requir'd that we ſhould return particular 
Thanks for every ſingle Benefit we receive 
from God. This arily follows from what 
has been hitherto aid ; Becauſe the Bleſſings - 
we receive at the Hands of God are innume- 
B 2 rable, 


— — 


12 A Sermon Preach'd before the 
rable, and fill up in ſuch a meaſure the whole 
Circle of our Lives, that if we ſhould endea- 
our to anſwer every Favour by a particular 
Acknowledgment, our whole Duration would 
be too little to ſatisfy the Obligation. When 
therefore we are commanded to thank God 
for all things, the Meaning is, that we ſhould 
be ready at all ſet Times and Opportunities 
to return Him Thanks, not only for thoſe 
greater and more viſible Advantages we en- 
Joy above others; not only for the more re- 
.markable Inſtances of His Mercy, but for the 
more common, and therefore leſs regarded, 
Acts of it. We ſhould thank Him for our 
Creation, becauſe that is the Foundation of 
all natural Enjoy ment; for our Redemption, 
-becauſe that is the Foundation of all our ſu- 
pernatural Expectations; for our Preſervati- 
on, becauſe that {til} gives Us the Opportuni- 
ty of improving theſe Expectations, and ad- 
vancing them to a yet higher Degree; for 
5 the Happineſs of our Friends, becauſe they 
q are part of our ſelves ; and for the Proſperity 
f ol our Country, becauſe in that is contain'd 
our own. If we conſider it, we ſhall find 
almoſt every thing conducing ſome way or 
other to our Happineſs, for all which we 
ſtand bound in a Debt to Heaven. For tis 
by the Aſſiſtance of God that we enjoy any 
12 0 
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the Apoſtle ſpeaks, worketh in Us both to will 
and to do of His good Pleaſure, has. blaſted the 
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of theſe Bleſſings of Lite We are ſo fond of; 
and that not only as He firſt gave Us the 
Power of procuring, or the Capaciry of e- 
joying them, but as His Providence co-op 
rates immegiately with Us in the Purſuit of 
them, and as His Grace works intimately on 


our Souls, in their Enjoyment. For What elſe 
can be the Reaſon that one Man of as good, 
or perhaps every way Rar Senſe, and Abili- 


ties than another, ſhall under all the ſame 
viſible Advantages, fail in the Execution of 
a labohr d Deſign, which the other ſhall ac; 
compliſh with all the Eaſe imagin: le ? That 
the Man, after. accom g His, De- 


ſign, ſhall be uneaſy and unhappy, and take 


no manner of Satisfaction in it, while the 
other who has fail'd and been diſappointed, 
ſhall be contented and eaſy, and in ęvery 
reſpect as if he had ſucceeded in His Deſires 
What, I fay, can be the Reaſon. of this ſo 
different Behaviour, but that God, who, ag 


Endeaygurs of the one, and the Enjoyment af 
the other. If any one will be fo hardy as to 
lay His Hand upon any ſingle Deſign, and 
prong in the Preſence of God, that tis meer- 
y by His own Art, and Prudence, and Dex- 
terity, He will bring it to bear, ee of 


£ 
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ach'd' 


the Affiſtance of His Providerice or let Him 
fiogle out His beſt beloved Obfect, upon 
whuch His Soul moſt pa ſfionatelylreſts ir ſelf, 


and let Him venture to throw up*the Grace 


ITO WY) 
before tbe 


1 


of God, and declare, that He abe happy 


as long as that continues in His Poſſeſſion, 
and He ſhall have Leave to be ungrateful, 


and be excus'd His Thanks to Heaven. But 
as long as He knows that He can compaſs 


no Delign without the Providence of God, 


nor enſoy any Satisfaction in it after it is 
compaſs' d, without the Grace of God, His 


Thanks muſt of Neceſſity be due to God, 


both for His Grace and Providence; and be 


as univerſal as the Obligations He lays on Us. 
571 417, K ant & a 


Having therefore now conſider'd the Ex- 
tent of this Duty, in what Senſe we are o- 


blig d to de thankful almoys, and for all things, - 


as alſo the Reaſon of it, in as much as we 


are beholding to the Goodneſs of God, as 
well for the Succeſs of whatever we under- 
take, as for the real Benefit of it to'our ſelves 
when'tt. has prov'd fucceſsful, I ſhould pro- 
ceed to the next Head of Difcourſe. But 
becauſe the Afflictions too of Life may be a 
Matter of our Thankſgiving, as well as the 
Bleſſings of it, and what has hitherto been 


faid reſpects only theſe, it may not be amifs 


10 
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to enquire firſt in what Senſe, and how far 
our Miſeries and Difa e e may be a 
Pope! Matter of our I hankſgiving to God. 


(Letts then be kl oh for \the moſt cer: 
tain Truth, that not ut what makes Us 
WL es be the proper Object of gur oy 
and Thank giving. then all our 
tions were confin'd to this World there could 
not be a greater Paradox advane'd than to 
-affirm that we onght to be thankful for the 
Afflictions of this Life. But becauſe the 1 
pineſs of this World bears but a very 
Proportion to what we expect, we ſhould al- 
ways mealure our Good in reference to a fu- 
ture State; and think nothing miſerable here 
which turns to our 2 hereafter, no- 
thing Advantagious in this World which will 
not prove {0 in the next. Upon which account 
the ies of this Like may claim a ſhare in 
our Thankſgiving as Well as, the Bleſſings of 
it; becauſe-theſe may in ſome Inſtances p pre- 
pare 1 e Us either for the Happineſs of the 

orld, or for a more perfect Enjoyment of Ho 


Hence it is that our Saviour pronounc 
Happy w are revil'd, and þ 72 1 


ſpoken of falſly for His ſake, a 
and ys e is their R 
in Heaven. Pas! uſes ſuch, t 
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16 A Sermon Preach'd befote the 


phant Expreſſions in the midft of. Perſecuti- 
ons, inaſmuch as they work for him à more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. That St. 
2 bids Us count it all Joy when we fall into 

ivers Temptations; And that the firſt Chriſti- 
ans took joytully the ſpoiling of their Poſſeſſi- 
ons, rejoycing that they were counted worthy 


to ſuffer ſhame for the Name of Chriſt. 


Now all this is very True, and Certain. 


But then we muſt remember that theſe Suffe- 


rings are then only a matter of Joy and Com- 
fort when they are undergone for Righteouſ- 

neſs Sake. For otherwite we may delude 
Our ſelves, and charge thoſe Sufferings on the 
Account of God which are nothing elle indeed 
but the very natural Effects of our Sins, and 
Folly. One Man, for Inſtance, bears content- 


edly the Loſs of His Eſtate, and in Merit of lo 
much Patience expects confidently the Bleſ- 


ſing of Job, and to have it doubly return'd in 
the other World; when if He will but conſi- 
der His Circumſtances with any tolerable Im- 
partiality, He ſhall find Himſelf reduc'd to 
them meerly by His own Neglect and Impru- 
dence. Another bears up tolerably perhaps 


under the Miſeries of a decrepid Old-Age, 


and calls That, Submiſſion to the Providence 


of God, which is nothing elſe but the Effect of 


His 


4 * „ 


Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
His Youthful Intemperance. How fer 
of the Miſeries of this Life are really 

owing to the Appointment of God, in 
compariſon of thoſe we bring upon Our 
ſelves; And how few therefore, are there 
of them for which we may expect the 
Recompence of a Reward ? Our Miſeries 
are generally the Conſequences of our 
Sins and Follies, and come not from 
God for the Tryal of our Patience, but 
the Puniſhment of our Diſobedience ; And 
are therefore the proper matter of Hu- 
miliation, and not of Thankſgiving. For 
could we be evidently aſſur'd that none 
of our Sufferings were the Effect of our 
own Sins; that they proceeded from no 
inexcuſable Folly, and Negligence on our 
Part; but that we are exercis'd with them 
meerly for the good Pleaſure of God, ei- 
ther for the Tryal of our Patience, or the 
Good of Others: How extravagant an 
Aſſertion ſoever it may at firſt appear, 
yet *tis no more than what Chriſtianity 
teaches Us, We might ſafely affirm that 
upon ſuch a Suppoſition we might all fall 
down on our Knees, and give Thanks 
to God, as well for the Afflictions as the 


Bleſſings of Life. For tis the peculiar 
115 * | C Triumph 
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Triumph of the Chriſtian Faith, to change 


the very Nature of Misfortunes, and make 


them work together for Good to the ſincere 


Profeſſors of it. 
Having thus far conſider'd the Extent 


of the Duty, I proceed to the great Mo- 


tive to enforce it; which is no other 
than the great Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
of the thing it ſelf. For He that feels in 
Himſelf a Delight and Complacence in 
this Duty, needs no other Motive to re- 
commend it; And He that feels it not, 
performs not the Duty as He ought. 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving ought not to 
be urg'd upon Us like the other Duties 
of Religion; from the Command of God; 
from the reaſonableneſs of it; from the 
Fear of Puniſhment, no, nor from the 
Hopes of a future Reward: For the Duty 
is pleaſant in it ſelf, and brings its own 
Reward with it. He that is not con- 
ſcious to Himſelf of an inward Pleaſure, 
diffuſing it ſelf thro? every Faculty. of 
the Soul while He is taken up in this 


Act of Devotion, is not Hearty enough 


in it- For Delight flows in as naturak 
ly upon a Soul opening it ſelf in the 
| | | Praiſe, 


— 
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Praiſe, and Adoration of the Divine 
Goodneſs, as Light does on the Eyes, 
and nothing but the moſt ſleepy Diſpoſi- 
tion can keep it out. Hence tis that the 
Great Maſter of Thankſgiving is never 
in ſuch an Extaſie, nor appears ſo Fully 
Inſpir'd as when This is the Subject of 
His Meditation, Praiſe the Lord, O my 
Soul, and all that is withing, Me praiſe His 
Holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, O my Sol, 
and forget nat all His Benefits, Praiſe the 
Lord, For it is good to ſing Praiſes unto our 
God; lea, 4 joyful and pleaſant thing it is 
to be thankful, And in another place, in 
the moſt lively and affectionate Figure of 
Speech, He doubles it in each Sentence, 0 
ſing Praiſes ſing Praiſes unto our God, 0 
ſing Praiſes fe Praiſes unto our Nins. 
Theſe are the Strains of a Soul truly 
ſenſible of the Divine Goodneſs, and las 
bouring for Expreſſions anſwerable to 
His Conceptions of it: And if they ap- 
pear to any One, as tis poſſible they may, 
too ſoaring, and diſtaſtful, Let Him 
know *tis becauſe He is Unaccuſtom'd to 
{uch Strains of Devotion, that He can- 
not reliſh them, and becauſe His own 
Sentiments are too Low and Groveling 
C 2 that 
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that they fly Above Him. For all this 
Affection, and Ectaſie of Mind is not fo 


much the peculiar Temper, and Com- 


plection of the Prophet, as the natural, 


and genuine Effect of thorough and re- 


peated Conſiderations of the Goodneſs of 
God. And the Reaſon We are not alike 
mov'd with Him, is becauſe we are not 


alike careful with Him to fix ſuch Conſi- 


derations in our Minds. Were this once 
done, We ſhould break forth in the ſame 
Effuſions with the Holy Men of Old, 
ſhould be animated with the ſame Spirit, 


and enjoy a like Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
With them; And till Men will be per- 


ſwaded to do This 'twill be in vain to 


urge further Motives, or to talk of the 


Pleaſure of Thankſgiving to thoſe who 
are not prepar'd to receive it. The 
Pleaſures of Thankſgiving are like the 
Pleaſures of the Senſes, like thoſe of the 
Sight, or Hearing. If the ObjeQts do not 
make their own way *tis thro' ſome De- 
fect in the Organ which ſhould convey 
them; And 'tis as vain to urge any fo- 
reign Arguments in its Favour, as to re- 


commend Beauty, from the general Efteem 
- of the World, to One that has no Sight : 


Or 
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Or the Charms of Muſick, from the Da- 
trin of Proportions, to One that has no 


Ear. If the Eye, and Ear apprehend it 
not of themſelves, there's no way left to 


make them ſenſible. If this Motive be 


of Weight enough to incline Us to the 
Duty of Thankſgiving, there remains on- 
ly in the laſt place, that we take Care to 
perform it with theſe Qualifications. 


Firſt, That we offer it vp, as the Apo- 
= requires, in the Name of the Lord 
us; : ; {211 


And, That while we are doing it, 
we reſolve to depart from all Ini- 


quity. 


Firſt, Our Thanks muſt be offer d up 
to God, and the Father, in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus. 


And this is a Point fo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to every Act of Thankſgiving, 
that without it all our Praiſe and Ado- 
ration is but a Dead and Ineffectual Ce- 
remony, and no way pleaſing to God the 
Father. Tis the Name of Jeſus p 4 


— 
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that enlivens all our Devotions, and gives 
them Strength and Efficacy at the Throne 
of Grace, Tis thro' His Name that we 
preſent our Supplications to the Father; 
thro? His Name that we obtain the De- 
ſign of them; and thro' His Name there- 
fore that we muſt offer up our Praiſes 
for their Reception. For tho? this part 
of our Religion may at firſt view ſeem 
| leaſt to require the Office of an Inter- 
ceſſor, yet if we conſider it better we 
{ſhall find the very fame Neceſſity for 
this High-Prieſt to offer up the Sacrifice 
of Thankſgiving for Us, as there is for 
His offering up that of our Prayers; And 
that for this ſhort and plain Reaſon: 
Becauſe our Thankſgivings are no more 
an equal Return to God for the Bleſſings 
we receive, than our Prayers a juſt Ob- 
1 ligation on Him, to grant 'them. Had 
1 we indeed Vanity enough to perſwade 
f Our- ſelves that in returning our Thanks 
to Heaven we paid a full Value for the 
Bleſſings we receiv'd thence, Our Thanks, 
we might be apt to think, would make 
their own Way to the Preſence of God; 
4 But ſince they are fo trifling a Re- 
1 turn, and, tho' *tis all we can do, 
| yet ſtill *tis all ſo unequal to the 2 
| ts 
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fits receiv'd, they mult of | neceſſity have 
ſome One to make way for them, to give 
Weight to them, and recommend them 
to our great Creator; Who can be no 
other than our Bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer. And in Him we may confide 


as a faithful Mediator, who as He has 


made up the Deficiencies of thoſe Prayers 
by which we at firſt obtain'd our -Blefs 
ſings, ſo ſtands now ready to make up 
the Deficiencies of thoſe Praiſes which we 
offer up for the Enjoyment of them. 
As therefore we would have our Praiſes 
effectual before God, we muſt preſent 
them to Him in the Merits of His only 


begotten Son. 


The Second Qualification mention'd was 
a firm Reſolution with Our-ſelves to de- 
part from all Iniquity, | 


This indeed is a very general Qualifica- 
tion, in all Caſes, and at all Times re- 
uir'd of Us, For whether we appear at 
the Throne of Grace in Supplication for 
Mercies, or Humiliation for Afflictions, 
Whether we adore his Goodneſs, or fear 
His Diſpleaſure, or confide in His 8 5 
miſes, 


\ 


224 4 Sermon Preach'd before the 


— — — 


11 


. 
— 2 tte. 


nn 


—— 


— 


— 


miſes, or in whatever other Act of Devo- 
tion we may be engag'd, a firm Reſolu- 
tion of Obedience to His Laws, and Pu- 
rity and Innocence of Life is the firſt Re- 
quiſite, and the very Foundation on which 
we muſt build. However there ſeems to 
be ſomething in Thankſgiving which 


claims a Reſolution in us of Virtue and 


Obedience in a 'more peculiar manner, 
and makes it if poſſible more neceſſary, 
or the Defect of it more abſurd: at leaſt 
than in any other Inſtance of our Duty. 
Since the Bleſſings of God muſt conclude 
an obſtinate Sinner under ſo fatal a Ne- 
ceſſity, that He can neither negle& the 
Duty without Sin, nor perform it with- 
out Madneſs. For the Man that is every 


Day ſenſible of the unmerited Favours 


of God, that He made Him at firſt out of 
Nothing, and by a continued Creation of 
Him preſerves Him every Moment from 
falling to Nothing; that He has given 
Him a Nature little lower than the An- 


gels, nay, has ennobled it above Theirs 


in the Incarnation of His Son; that He 
continually furniſhes Us with the Con- 
veniences and Pleaſures of this Life, till 
He tranſlates Us to the more exquiſite 

5 Pleaſures 
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Pleaſures of the Life hereafter ;; How can 
any Man with theſe Thoughts, and un- 
der theſe Obligations, neglect His Thanks 
to this great Benefactor, without falling 
under the Imputation of the moſt deteſtable 
Ingratitude ? And yet, at the ſame time, if 
He continue in His Sins, How can He 
perform this Duty of Thankigiving with- 
out the Extremity of Madneſs? For how, 
and with what Sence can ſuch a One 
thank God for His Creation; When it 
had been ſo much better for Him that He 
had never been Born? For His Preſer- 
vation ; When He lives each Moment but 
to encreaſe His Damnation? Or for any of 
the good Things of this Life, When by 
an ill Uſe of them they ſerve for nothing 
but to enflame His Account; For Sin 
poiſons every Benefit we might otherwiſe 
enjoy, and turns every Bleſſing into a 
Curſe upon Us. As all the Miſeries and 
Afflictions of this Life, work together for 
Good to them who lead a godly Life, ſo 
to them who lead a vicious one, all the 
_ Happineſs and Bleſſings of it work toge- 
ther for their Deſtruction. As therefore 
we would not diſappoint the Goodneſs of 

God, and by the moſt unnatural Contri- 
. vance 
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thereſore, while I am mentioning the 
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vance make His Love as pernicious to Us 
as His Anger; As we would preſerve Out 
ſelves from the Imputation of the moſt 
execrable Ingratitude, or the extremeſt 


Folly and Madneſs; whenever we addreſs 


Our ſelves to God, to confeſs, and ac- 


knowledge, and return Him Thanks for 


His Goodneſs, we are oblig'd to renew 


-our Reſolutions of Virtue, and Obedi- 


ence, and to throw off every thing which 
is diſpleaſing in His Sight. - gp 


Having theſe Two . Qualifications we 
may with an Humble Aſſurance of God's 
Acceptance apply Our ſelves to the Throne 
of Grace in a thankful Acknowledgment of 
His Goodneſs. And with this 1- ſhould 
have now concluded, but the Buſineſs of 
this Day calls Me firſt to it ſelf, and de- 
mands a ſhort Application. Give me leave 


Qualifications requiſite to a due Perfor- 
mance of the Duty in general, to In- 
ſtance in a Qualification abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry in the particular Thankſgiving of this 
may. 


Tis 


, Woe * 
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"Tis certainly the Duty of all the Sub- 
jects of this Nation at all times, and on 
all Occaſions, to Support, and Defend the 
Government. But this is a Day which 
methinks ſhould particularly warm, and 
animate them in it, For whea they bleſs 
God for the Reſtoration of the Govern- 
ment, and at the Diſtance of ſo many 
Years appear in His Preſence to acknow- 
ledge His Hand in it; it becomes in a 
more peculiar manner their Duty to 
Strengthen and Support it; or they offer 
up to God a Mock Thankſgiving, and 
Praiſe Him for a Bleſſing which they de- 
Clare to be not worth the keeping. When 
they thank God for putting an End to the 
Great Rebellion, and look with Deteſta+ 
tion on the Authors of it; if in any re- 
ſpect they ſhould be found themſelves at 
the ſame time Favourers of Rebellion, 
they give the Lie to their moſt Solemn 
Profeſſions, and affront God in the very 
Act of Praiſing Him. Nothing can qua- 
lify Us for the Duty of this Day, or make 
the Devotions of it conſiſtent, but a ſin- 
cere, and zealous Affection for the Gos 
vernment, and an utter Abhorrence of all 
Traiterous Combunarioos againſt it. Thoſe 
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King to the ſame Throne. 


» 


Loyal Subjects who can ſincerely profeſs 


their Deteſtation of the preſent impious 


Attempts upon the Crown and Govern- 


ment, may be allow*d to deteſt all for- 
mer Practices of the like Nature; Thoſe 


who can ſincerely praiſe God for ſuppreſ- 


ſing the Rebellion of this Year, and con- 
firming His preſent Majeſty on the 


o& Throne of His Anceſtors, may with e- 
qual Sincerity -praiſe God for His ancient 


Mercies, and for Reſtoring our former 
As for all O- 
thers, whatever may be their Pretences, 
whatever Claim they may lay to this 
Day, and appropriate it to themſelves, 
*tis all in vain ; They are utterly unqua- 
lify*d to appear in it; The Day it ſelf re- 
fuſes their inconſiſtent Devotions, and e- 


very Prayer of its Sacred Office exclaims 


againſt them. For what, in the Name- 


of Contradiction, would they offer at? 
Would they praiſe God for putting an 


End to One Rebellion, when they are 
themſelves at- the ſame time wiſhing well 
to Another? Would they lament the Mi- 
ſeries and Oppreſſions of thoſe Times, 


which they have only read of perhaps in 


Hiſtory, and which neither they nor 
| | | their 
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their Fathers were concern'd in; And 
encourage at the ſame time thar ill Spirit 
in the People, which, ſhould it prevail, muſt 
inevitably bring preſent Miſery on them- 
ſelves, and intail it upon their Children? 
Would they thank God for the Neſtituti- 
on of the Royal Family; And endeavour 
at the ſame time to diſpoſſeſs a Prince 
who is undoubtedly of that Family, in 
favour of One, who, to ſpeak the ſofteſt, 
is of a dubious Extraction? Would th 
this Day rejoyce in the Reſtoration of the 
Monarchy ; And the ſame Day contrive 
to place One upon the Throne, * 
Education, Intereſt, and Neceſſity, mu 
turn this gentle Monarchy into the moſt 
oppreſſive Tyranny? Or if all theſe are In- 
conſiſtencies too evident to be own'd ; 
Would they indeed Praiſe God for the Deli- 
verance of this Church, and for reſtoring un- 
to Us the publick and free Profeſſion of His 
true Religion and Worſhip? And would 
they alſo, in compliance with ſo gracious 
an Act of Providence, take care to put 
this Church and Her true Worſhip under 
the Guardianſhip and Protection of Her 
avow'd and irreconcileable Enemy ? Such 
are the manifold Contradictions which 
| | Thoſe 
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Thoſe who would paſs for Friends of this 


Day, and are Enemies of the preſent Go- 


vernment are involv'd in; And they are 
in truth of ſo l a Nature, that there's 
no room left for Reaſoning with them in 
the Caſe, or indeed for any thing elſe but 


our Prayers to Almighty God, that as ma- 


ny of them as are reclaimable may be 
ſpeedily brought to a better Mind; As 


for thoſe that are implacable may they 


be cloth'd with Shame, and Confuſion; 
But upon the King and His Poſterity. may 


phe Crown for ever flouriſh. 
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A Sermon Preach'd at the Funeral of Cathge - 


therine Dutcheſs of Rutland, who was In- 
ter'd at Botresford in Leiceſterſhire, the 10th Day 
of November, 1711. | SEAT o 
A Sermon preach'd at the Conſecration of 
the Right Reverend Father in God Richard Lord 
Biſhop of Glouceſter, at the Arch-biſhop of Ca- 
terbury's Chapel, in His Grace's Palace at Lan. 
beth; On Sunday, Jan. 16. 1714-1. 
be Duty and Praiſe of Thankſgiving : A Ser- 
mon ' preach'd before the King, at the Royal 
Chapel at St. James's; On Sunday, May the 
29th, 1715. being the Anniverſary of the Re- 
ſtoration of the Royal Family. 
+ The Revolution recommended to our Memories : A 
Sermon preach'd at the Abby Church of St. Pe- 
ter's Weſtminſter On November the 5th, 1715. 
A Sermon preach'd before the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, on the 29th of May, 1716. 
Theſe Five by the Reverend Dr. Burſcough. 
A Sermon preach'd at the Viſitation of the 
Clergy, held at Kingſton upon Thames; on 
Wedneſday, May the 26th, 1714. by the Right 
Reverend Father in God Jenat han Lord Biſhop 
of Wincheſter. „. Bm 22 
The Foundation of Submiſſion to our Governouys 
Conſider d; In a Sermon preach'd at the Pariſh. 
Church of St. Olave, Southwark ; On Sunday, 
November the 20th, 1715. befere the High 
| $teriff of Surry, the Deputies, Lieutenants, add 
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5 . o his Grace the Duke of Greftor, 


Right Reverend. Father in God Edmund Lord 


Biſhop of Lincoln, at Somerſer- Houſe 
Knit tb. 12. hot ap ers i Je M Op. 7 


Wn 4 Landon prencl f before he Right Honone- 
able the Lord Mayor, Court of Alder 
Sheriff, Recorder, and Governours of the . 


Hoſpitals in the City of 7 at St. Bridger's | 

Church 3. On Wedneſday in Eaſter Week, deus 

one of the Spirtal dermonus. 

' Theſe Four by the Reverend Dr.Boulter, Reftor 

of St. Qlaves,' Southwark; Arch- Deacon . 
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| A Sermon preach d at the tion of the % 
Right Reverend Father in God j min Lord 


Biſhop of Bangor, at Ely«blouſe Chapel 3 On Sur | | 


day, March 10. 171 5416. By Fabn Healy, M. A. 
Arch-Deacon and Chance: of the — of 


Sarum. 


Of true Chriſtian and Engliſh a A Ser- 


| Sox preachd in the Cathedral-Church of He- 
reſord, at the Aſſizes held at Hereford, Augui? 


the 14th, 1715. before Mr. Juſtice; Blencoe and 


and Mr. Juſtice Dormer. my Richard ond” . 
broke, D. D. | 


Chriſtian Loyalty, with the Duty of Miniſters 
relating thereumo A Sermon echd at the 


Azes, at Buty St. Edmond, in PSſel. March 
the 25th, 1716. before the Right Honontable 
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